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; [ This is UNEVALUATED Information 


THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE. 

THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) 25X1 



It, There is an introductory indoctrination lessos:?^ of two hours for air force officers 
and non-commissioned officers at the beginnirig of the month* During the month 
there is a lecture on the theme given out at the introductory lesson^ this also 
lasts two hours* Three or fcui? questions are issued and the officer must elaborate 
these afdr' 10 , at the discussion meeting at the end of the month. 

If he Is considered to be weak in any print by the political officer in charge, 
he is severely criticized and told tijiat he must do better in the future. 

Then follows the 'Miscu6sion*% during toioh no contrary opinions dan he, or ever 
are, uttered. In addition, there are short lectures (“political inf oi’mation“ ) 
lasting 20-25 minutes on Mcndays, Wednesdays and Fridays. All this takes 
place in the evenings and is compulsory. 

2. By the end c?f 1952, all air force officers had to know the “History of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Unlon“ by heai'’t. They and their men frequently 
were made to buy such books as “Economic Problems of the USSR“ (35 crowns) and 
“Ten Years of Klement Gottwald”. Other books used included Stalin’s “Questions 
of Leninism”, “The Slansky Trial’% and various writings by Zapotocky. At one 
time, paifiphlets by Slanslsy had been read. They were always being asked to pay 
5 crowns for this or that pamphlet. 

3* Conscripted men were mostly against the regime and a^egarded the indoctrination 
as one of the worst aspects of life in the forces. They were constantly being 
urged to imitate the Soviet soldier. The pclitical officer in the forces 
is the CoO. deputy ^ the pclitical sphere, and has nearly as much influence 
as the C.Oo The learmng of songs is included in the training.'. This is nothing 
new, but the songs are now chiefly about work'' and the Soviet Union. 
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4, Orders are not given in Russian. Russian is learned by all army officers, and thej:e 
are also courses for the men. It is neither popular nor veil -known; a high 
standard is not reached. Courses in Russian tend to be interrupted by good 
weather . 


Discipline in the Air Force 


5* At Youth Union meetings, soldiers critized their officers publicly, but never 
their coramandfeng officer. That is strictly forbidden. On duty they still 
respect their officers. 


6 . 


I example of criticism, A certain officer 

bad several times spoken to one of his men about his untidy appearance End 25X1 

iorn trousers . At a Yodth Union meeting, where the question of discipline 
was being discussed, the officer referred to this, pointed out that the man had 
still not improved Ids appearance or repaired his trousers, and instanced this 
as a clear case of lack of discipline. The man at once got up and said that the 
officer Uad no ri^t to talk about discipline, since he had done some aerobatics 
with him which were not within the scope of their training. The officer was 
asked to explain, and had to confess that the man was right; self-criticism followed. 


Miscellaneous Air Force Information 


7 ’ None of the farmer members | are l eft in the Czechoslovak Air Force . 25X1 

1 ^the C^choslovak Air Force l^buld 

standar d of technical knawledge^md efficiency 

I (Unfortimately r I the Communists have 25X1 

gained far too much kn owledge from them). Up to 19^9? training in the CzechoslQWak 2 cv,j 
T3 — j — I ^methods, but from 1950, Soviet methods began to creep 

25X1 


not have attained itShpresent 
but for the e^iperience 


Air Force was based on 
in 


8. Rank and file members of the armed forces get little or no leave. It depends 
on their commanding officer whether they can get leave at Xmas and other special 
periods; there is no statutory entitlement. To get leave, a soldier or airman 
must be politically reliable. During the week, only Saturday and sometimes Sunday 
cvehings ahfe^.free; Warrant officers get from 21-28 days leave a year. Officers 
(flying instructors) get 35 days. However, there are recreational periods of about 
l4 days a year, which are not counted as leave. Units go into the country 
for a rest and holiday. 


9. The conscription period from 1945-52 was 2 years. Since October , 1952, it has 
been 3 years. 


10. Promotion is awarded only to those who are politically reliable and are active 
propagandists. Promotion is quick. 


11 


there were few Rxissians in the Czechoslovak Army and 
these Russians were senior officers acting in an advisory capacity. 


25X1 

25X1 
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Air Force i : 


ILLEGIB 


lgi The following are dangerous Gommunists in the Caechoslovak Force: 

a* A% Plestany: 

S/Capt* Kohoutek, Jaroslav 
Ist Lt* 2jalesak^ Rostislav 
Capt* Kubica, Josef 
1st Lt» Bednar^ Bre^bltlav 
Lt# ZaydlaTy VXastlmil 

Lt- Truhlar, (fnu) 

Lt. Hofman^ Hynek 


lit# Rybnioek, Vero<slav 
2nd Ltp Jilavsky, (fnu) 


2nd Lt* Kohout j^ (fnu) 
Lt. Simek, Otaldkr 


Lt. Mohyla, (fn|i) 
Capt* Sebian, Vojtech 


b. At Llptavsky $vaty Mlkulas (Technical Air-TrainingTStatlftta): 25X1 


Lt. Col. Horak (fnu) 

Capt. Urban, Jaroslav 
Capt. Fasnak^ Cfan 

c. At Trencin; 

Capt. Tauber, (fnu) 

Lt. Vana, (fnu) 

1st Lt. Kaucky, (fnu) 
Lt. Kllmacka, Milos 


1st Lt. Reich, (fnu) 

d. At Prostejov; 


1st Lt. Majerberg, Igen 
Btaff^Capt. Bernard, (fnu) 

L/Cpl. or Cpl. Stecha, Jaroslav 


fflBCRET/CONTROL - U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/29 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001 5001 60005-3 






